
1.1. Read and translate the text The United States of America [9] 

 

The United States of America 

The USA is the fourth largest country in the world (after Russia, Canada, 

and China). It occupies the southern part of North America and stretches 

from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. It also includes Alaska in the north 

and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. The total area of the country is about nine 

and a half million square kilometres. The USA borders on Canada in the 

north and on Mexico in the south. It also has a sea boarder with Russia. 

The USA is made up of 50 states and the District of Columbia where the 

capital of the country, Washington, is situated. The population of the country 

is about 250 million. 

If we look at the map of the USA, we can see lowlands and mountains. 

The highest mountains are the Rocky Mountains, the Cordillera, and the 

Sierra Nevada. The highest peak is Mount McKinley, which is located in 

Alaska. 

America's largest rivers are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Rio Grande, 

and the Columbia. The Great Lakes on the border with Canada are the largest 

and deepest in the USA. 

The climate of the country varies greatly. The coldest regions are in the 

north. The climate of Alaska is arctic. The climate of the central part of the 

country is continental. The south has subtropical climate. Hot winds blowing 

from the Gulf of Mexico often bring typhoons. The climate along the Pacific 

coast is much warmer than that of the Atlantic coast. 

The USA is a highly developed industrial country. It is the leading 

producer of copper and oil and the world`s second producer of iron and coal. 

On the industrial enterprises of the country they produce aircrafts, cars, 

textiles, radio and television sets, weapon, furniture, and paper. 

Though mainly European and African in origin, the Americans are made 

up from nearly all races and nations, including the Chinese and the native 

Americans — Indians. 

The largest cities are New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, 

Detroit, San Francisco, and others.  

The United States is a federal republic consisting of 50 states, each of 

which has its own government. The seat of the central (federal) government 

is Washington, D. C. According to the Constitution of the USA, the powers 



of the government are divided into 3 branches: the executive, headed by the 

President, the legislative, exercised by the Congress, and the juridical. The 

Congress consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. There are 

two main political parties in the USA: the Republican and the Democratic. 

  

1.2. Study the following words and phrases: 

- stretch 

- include 

- the total area 

- border 

- sea border 

- look at 

- look through 

- look after 

- look forward to 

- look ahead 

- vary 

- blow 

- copper 

- enterprise 

- aircraft 

- in origin 

 

1.3. Study the pronunciation of the geographical names: Russia, Canada, 

China, New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, San 

Francisco, Alaska, Mount McKinley, Washington, D. C., the Mississippi, the 

Missouri, the Rio Grande, and the Columbia, the Great Lakes 

 

1.4. Translate the words and word combinations from Russian into 

English:  

южная часть, общая площадь, морская граница, низменности и горы, 

высокий пик, великие озера, субтропический климат, горячие ветра, 

тайфуны, ведущий производитель, африканское происхождение, 

коренные американцы, крупнейшие города, федеративная республика. 

 



1.5. Read and translate the text The Government of the United States of 

America [10] 

 

The Government of the United States of America 

The government of the United States of America is the federal 

government of the constitutional republic of fifty states that constitute the 

United States, as well as one capitol district, and several other territories. The 

federal government is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, 

executive and judicial, which powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution in the 

Congress, the President, and the federal courts, including the Supreme Court, 

respectively; the powers and duties of these branches are further defined by acts 

of Congress, including the creation of executive departments and courts inferior 

to the Supreme Court. 

The outline of the government of the United States is laid out in the 

Constitution. The government was formed in 1789, making the United States 

one of the world's first, if not the first, modern national constitutional republic. 

The United States government is based on the principle of federalism, in 

which power is shared between the federal government and state governments. 

The details of American federalism, including what powers the federal 

government should have and how those powers can be exercised, have been 

debated ever since the adoption of the Constitution. Some make the case for 

expansive federal powers while others argue for a more limited role for the 

central government in relation to individuals, the states or other recognized 

entities. 

Since the U.S. Civil War, the powers of the federal government have 

generally expanded greatly, although there have been periods since that time of 

legislative branch dominance (e.g., the decades immediately following the Civil 

War) or when states' rights proponents have succeeded in limiting federal 

power through legislative action, executive prerogative or by constitutional 

interpretation by the courts. 

One of the theoretical pillars of the United States Constitution is the idea of 

"checks and balances" among the powers and responsibilities of the three 

branches of American government: the executive, the legislative and the 

judiciary. For example, while the legislative (Congress) has the power to create 

law, the executive (President) can veto any legislation — an act which, in turn, 

can be overridden by Congress.
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The President nominates judges to the nation's highest judiciary authority 

(Supreme Court), but those nominees must be approved by Congress. The 

Supreme Court, in its turn, has the power to invalidate as "unconstitutional" any 

law passed by the Congress. These and other examples are examined in more 

detail in the text below. 

Powers of Congress 

The Constitution grants numerous powers to Congress. Enumerated in 

Article I, Section 8, these include the powers to levy and collect taxes; to coin 

money and regulate its value; provide for punishment for counterfeiting; 

establish post offices and roads, promote progress of science by issuing patents, 

create federal courts inferior to the Supreme Court, combat piracies and 

felonies, declare war, raise and support armies, provide and maintain a navy, 

make rules for the regulation of land and naval forces, provide for, arm and 

discipline the militia, exercise exclusive legislation in the District of Columbia, 

and to make laws necessary to properly execute powers. Over the two centuries 

since the United States was formed, many disputes have arisen over the limits 

on the powers of the federal government. These disputes have often been the 

subject of lawsuits that have ultimately been decided by the United States 

Supreme Court. 

House of Representatives 

The House currently consists of 435 voting members, each of whom 

represents a congressional district. The number of representatives each state has 

in the House is based on each state's population as determined in the most 

recent United States Census. All 435 representatives serve a two-year term. 

Each state receives a minimum of one representative in the House. In order to 

be elected as a representative, an individual must be at least 25 years of age, and 

must have been a U.S. citizen for at least seven years. There is no limit on the 

number of terms a representative may serve. In addition to the 435 voting 

members, there are six non-voting members, consisting of five delegates and 

one resident commissioner. There is one delegate each from the District of 

Columbia, Guam, Virgin Islands, American Samoa and the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands, and the resident commissioner from Puerto Rico.
 

Senate 

In contrast, the Senate is made up of two senators from each state, 

regardless of population. There are currently 100 senators (two from each of the 
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50 states), who each serve six-year terms. Approximately one third of the 

Senate stands for election every two years. 

Different powers 

The House and Senate each have particular exclusive powers. For example, 

the Senate must approve (give "advice and consent" to) many important 

Presidential appointments, including cabinet officers, federal judges (including 

nominees to the Supreme Court), department secretaries (heads of federal 

executive branch departments), U.S. military and naval officers, and 

ambassadors to foreign countries. All legislative bills for raising revenue must 

originate in the House of Representatives. The approval of both chambers is 

required to pass any legislation, which then may only become law by being 

signed by the President (or, if the President vetoes the bill, both houses of 

Congress then re-pass the bill, but by a two-thirds majority of each chamber, in 

which case the bill becomes law without the President's signature). The powers 

of Congress are limited to those enumerated in the Constitution; all other 

powers are reserved to the states and the people. The Constitution also includes 

the "Necessary and Proper Clause", which grants Congress the power to "make 

all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the 

foregoing powers." Members of the House and Senate are elected by first-past-

the-post voting in every state except Louisiana, California and Washington, 

which have runoffs. 

Impeachment of federal officers 

Congress has the power to remove the President, federal judges, and other 

federal officers from office. The House of Representatives and Senate have 

separate roles in this process. The House must first vote to "impeach" the 

official. Then, a trial is held in the Senate to decide whether the official should 

be removed from office. Although two presidents have been impeached by the 

House of Representatives (Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton), neither of them 

was removed following trial in the Senate. 

Executive branch 

The executive power in the federal government is vested in the President of 

the United States, although power is often delegated to the Cabinet members 

and other officials. The President and Vice President are elected as running 

mates by the Electoral College, for which each state, as well as the District of 

Columbia, is allocated a number of seats based on its representation (or 

ostensible representation, in the case of D.C.) in both houses of Congress. The 
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President is limited to a maximum of two four-year terms. If the President has 

already served two years or more of a term to which some other person was 

elected, he may only serve one more additional four-year term. 

President  

The President of the United States is the head of state as well as the head 

of government, in charge of the executive branch of the US federal 

government. The president is also the commander in chief of the US military. 

One of the primary duties of the president is to carry out federal laws as 

established by the constitution and Congress. Other duties of the president 

include the power to sign laws or the bills passed by both houses of 

Congress, along with the ability to veto them. The president appoints a 

cabinet of advisors, federal officers, federal judges and ambassadors to help 

carry out government tasks. The president is elected indirectly through the 

United States Electoral College, as voted by the people. The president serves 

the nation for a term of four years, and can be reelected for an additional 

term. Since the passage of Twenty-second Amendment of the U.S. 

Constitution in 1951, the president is limited to two full terms. The only U.S. 

president ever to have served more than two terms was Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. While serving as president, the president and family reside in the 

White House, which is located in the United States capital, Washington, D.C. 

The president has designated use of Air Force One, a Boeing VC-25 airplane 

for long distance travel, Marine One, a helicopter, and an armored limousine 

for transportation. The Secret Service provides security for the president and 

First Family. George Washington was the first President of the United States 

of America, and since then there have been forty-six US presidents. 

Vice President 

The Vice President is the second-highest executive official in rank of the 

government. As first in the U.S. presidential line of succession, the Vice 

President becomes President upon the death, resignation, or removal of the 

President, which has happened nine times in U.S. history. Under the 

Constitution, the Vice President is President of the Senate. By virtue of this 

role, he or she is the head of the Senate. In that capacity, the Vice President is 

allowed to vote in the Senate, but only when necessary to break a tie vote. 

Pursuant to the Twelfth Amendment, the Vice President presides over the joint 

session of Congress when it convenes to count the vote of the Electoral College. 

While the Vice President's only constitutionally prescribed functions, aside 
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from presidential succession, relate to his or her role as President of the Senate, 

the office is now commonly viewed as a member of the executive branch of the 

federal government. The U.S. Constitution does not expressly assign the office 

to any one branch, causing scholars to dispute whether it belongs to the 

executive branch, the legislative branch, or both. 

 

1.6. Study the meaning of the following words and word combinations: 

- distinct branches 

- outline 

- adoption 

- expansive 

- dominance 

- pillars 

- judiciary 

- overridden 

- nominees 

- invalidate 

- enumerated 

- levy 

- issuing patents 

- ultimately 

- approximately 

- approve 

- naval 

- capacity 

- a tie vote 

- pursuant 

 

1.7. Answer the following question: 

1. How many branches are there in the federal government of the USA? 

2. What is its main principle? 

3. What do you know about the idea of «checks and balances»? 

4. What does the Constitution grant to Congress? 

5. How many voting members are there in the House of Representatives? 

How long do they serve? 

6. Is there any limit on the number of terms a representative may serve? 



7. What are the powers of Senate and the House of Representatives? 

8. What is the duty of the President? 

9. When does Vice President become President? 

10.  What is the second-highest executive official in rank of the 

government? 

 

1.8. Translate these words and word combinations from English into 

Russian: 

in that capacity, U.S. presidential line of succession, primary duties of the 

president, aside from presidential succession, the president is to carry out 

federal laws, the power to remove the President, department secretaries, 

naval officers, the powers to levy and collect taxes; to coin money and 

regulate its value; provide for punishment for counterfeiting, three distinct 

branches, the commander in chief of the  
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