
IV. SPEAKING  

4.1. Do you agree with this statement? 

Crime prevention is more important than crime solution.  

 

4.2. Retell the given text: [25] 

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is an 

international organization for security. In its region it is concerned with early 

warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict 

rehabilitation. It has 55 participating states from Europe, the Mediterranean, 

the Caucasus, Central Asia and North America. 

The decision making bodies of the organization are the Summit, 

Ministerial Council and Senior Council, with the Permanent Council, under 

the leadership of the Chairman-in-Office, who holds the position for one 

year. The OSCE headquarters are located in Vienna, Austria. 

The organization was established in 1973 as the Conference for Security 

and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). Talks had been mooted about a 

European security grouping since the 1950s but the Cold War prevented any 

substantial progress until the talks in Helsinki began in November 1972. 

These talks were held at the suggestion of the Soviet Union which wished to 

use the talks to maintain its control over the communist countries in Eastern 

Europe. Western Europe, however, saw these talks as a way to reduce the 

tension in the region, furthering economic cooperation and obtaining 

humanitarian improvements for the populations of the Communist Bloc. 

The collapse of Communism required a change of role for the CSCE. 

The Paris Charter for a New Europe which was signed on November 21, 

1990 marked the beginning of this change. With the changes capped by the 

re-naming of the CSCE to the OSCE on January 1, 1995. 
 


